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7) ABSTRACT

This invention provides a structure and method for improved
transmission line operation on integrated circuits. A first
embodiment of this invention provides a current mode
signaling technique over transmission lines formed having a
lower characteristic impedance than conventional CMOS
transmission lines. The low impedance transmission lines of
the present invention are more amenable to signal current
interconnections over longer interconnection lines. An inter-
connection on an integrated circuit is described in which a
first end of a transmission line is coupled to a driver. The
transmission line is terminated at a second end with a low
input impedance CMOS technology. In one embodiment, the
low input impedance CMOS technology is a current sense
amplifier which is input impedance matched to the trans-
mission line. This minimizes reflections and ringing, cross
talk and noise as well as allows for a very fast interconnec-
tion signal response.

A second embodiment of the present invention includes a
novel current sense amplifier in which feedback is intro-
duced to lower the input impedance of the current sense
amplifier. In this embodiment, the novel current sense ampli-
fier is employed together with the current signaling tech-
nique of the present invention. The novel low input imped-
ance CMOS circuit described here provides an improved
and efficiently fabricated technique for terminating low
impedance transmission lines on CMOS integrated circuits.
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CURRENT MODE SIGNAL
INTERCONNECTS AND CMOS AMPLIFIER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to integrated cir-
cuits. More particularly, it pertains to structure and methods
for improved transmission line interconnections.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The metal lines over insulators and ground planes, or
metal lines buried in close proximity to dielectric insulators
and used for integrated circuit interconnects are in reality
transmission lines or strip lines. The use of coaxial inter-
connection lines for interconnections through the substrate
in CMOS integrated circuits can also be termed transmission
lines or strip lines. Interconnection lines on interposers or
printed circuit boards can also be described as transmission
lines.

Most CMOS integrated circuit interconnections rely on
the transmission of a voltage step or signal across transmis-
sion lines. The driver on one end of the transmission line
may simply be a CMOS inverter and the receiver a simple
CMOS amplifier, differential amplifier or comparator. A
voltage sense amplifier serving as the CMOS receiver pre-
sents a high impedance termination or load to the intercon-
nection line. Most commonly used coaxial lines have an
impedance of only 50 ohms or 75 ohms. This fact is
problematic for several identifiable reasons. In example, the
high impedance termination is troublesome because the
switching time response or signal delay is determined
mainly by the ability of the driver to charge up the capaci-
tance of the transmission line to neighboring transmission
lines or conducting substrates as well as the load capacitance
of the voltage sense amplifier. Switching times in CMOS
circuits have been limited by the ability to switch the
capacitive loads of long lines and buffers, and charge these
capacitances over large voltage swings to yield a voltage
step signal. Also, the transmission line is generally not
terminated by its characteristic impedance (i.e. impedance
matched) resulting in reflections and ringing. Large noise
voltages may be induced on the signal transmission line due
to capacitive coupling and large voltage switching on adja-
cent lines. The noise voltage can be a large fraction of the
signal voltage. The prior art has been to for the most part not
to impedance match transmission lines. Instead, in a CMOS
process the transmission lines simply terminate with a
voltage sense amplifier. This is due to the fact that imped-
ance matching with low impedance resistors is difficult to
achieve in CMOS technology.

In contrast, transmission lines are generally impedance
matched in ECL circuits. Low impedance resistor termina-
tions are more easily achievable in a bipolar process. The
result is that ECL gates have very low input impedances
(Zin) looking back into the emitters of the emitter follower
inputs (Zin=1/gm). Bipolar transistors have a large transcon-
ductance gm=(q/kT) (Idc) determined by the dc emitter
current (Idc) so a low impedance is easily achieved, either
in matching the sending or receiving end impedances.
Matched transmission lines provide better noise immunity
with smaller voltage swings on the lines. Unfortunately,
ECL circuits consume large amounts of power and are not
applicable in a CMOS process.

Some earlier research has explored current-mode sensing
in SRAM circuits with d-c sensible signal currents, and
which can also be applied to charge sensing in one-transistor
dynamic RAMs (DRAMs). A subnanosecond sense-
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amplifier response time that is essentially independent of
bit-line capacitance was accomplished by relocating the
large bit-line capacitance to a node within the sense ampli-
fier. Due to the small impedance at the sensing node, the
signal from the memory cell can be injected into the sense
amplifier with only minimal charging or discharging of the
bit-line capacitance. As a result, the voltage change on the
bit line during the sense portion of a cell read access was
extremely low, and this eliminates the source of most
voltage noise coupling problems and minimizes the power
supply bounce during sensing. The subnanosecond sense-
amplifier response time, however, is probably not sensitive
enough for application in today’s fastest CMOS DRAM
circuits.

Another problem to solve concerning integrated circuit
interconnection lines is clock skew. In high frequency
circuits, clock skew can be avoided by using terminated
transmission lines for clock synchronization signals. Again,
correctly terminating such transmissions in the CMOS tech-
nology poses complications.

One approach describes how CMOS circuits can be
adjusted digitally to generate controlled impedances for use
in high-performance circuits. Since these CMOS circuits
only require digital signals to operate, on-chip dc power can
be reduced and impedance can be adjusted by manipulating
the digital control information. This technique can also be
used in terminating transmission lines on-chip, constant
delay lines, and controlled di/dt output buffers. This simple
solution is unavailable, however, for implementation with
combined analog/digital circuit designs.

Transmission line performance is becoming more critical
on the fastest CMOS integrated circuits where the signal rise
time is becoming comparable to the signal delay on long
interconnection lines even on the integrated circuit die itself.

For the reasons stated above, and for other reasons stated
below which will become apparent to those skilled in the art
upon reading and understanding the present specification, it
is desirable to develop improved performance for transmis-
sion lines fabricated according to a CMOS process.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The above mentioned problems with CMOS line inter-
connections as well as other problems are addressed by the
present invention and will be understood by reading and
studying the following specification. Current mode line
interconnections are provided which accord exemplary per-
formance.

A first embodiment of this invention provides a current
mode signaling technique over low impedance transmission
lines. Low impedance transmission lines such as those
which exist on CMOS integrated circuits are more amenable
to current signaling over longer transmission lines. These
longer transmission lines may be on the CMOS integrated
circuit itself, an interconnection line between integrated
circuits mounted in a module as for instance a memory
module, an interposer upon which these integrated circuits
are mounted, or on a printed circuit board upon which the
integrated circuits are mounted. An interconnection on an
integrated circuit is described in which a first end of a
transmission line is coupled to a driver. The transmission
line has a low characteristic impedance. The transmission
line is terminated at a second end with a low input imped-
ance CMOS technology. In one embodiment, the low input
impedance CMOS technology is a current sense amplifier.
This minimizes reflections and ringing, cross talk and noise
as well as allows for a very fast interconnection signal
response.
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A second embodiment of the present invention includes a
novel current sense amplifier in which feedback is intro-
duced to lower the input impedance of the current sense
amplifier. In this embodiment, the novel current sense ampli-
fier is employed together with the current signaling tech-
nique of the present invention. The novel low input imped-
ance CMOS circuit described here provides an improved
and efficiently fabricated technique for terminating low
impedance transmission lines on CMOS integrated circuits.
In addition, the novel low input impedance CMOS circuit
offers the following advantages: (1) the signal delay depends
only on the velocity of light on the line and is easily
predictable and reproducible, eliminating or allowing for
compensation for signal and/or clock skew, (2) there are no
reflections at the receiving end of the line and this minimizes
ringing, and (3) noise signals will be smaller due to weaker
coupling between lines resulting in better signal to noise
ratios, the noise current will only be a small fraction of the
signal current.

These and other embodiments, aspects, advantages, and
features of the present invention will be set forth in part in
the description which follows, and in part will become
apparent to those skilled in the art by reference to the
following description of the invention and referenced draw-
ings or by practice of the invention. The aspects, advantages,
and features of the invention are realized and attained by
means of the instrumentalities, procedures, and combina-
tions particularly pointed out in the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A shows an integrated circuit in which a transmis-
sion line interconnects a driver to a receiver.

FIG. 1B illustrates a pair of interconnect, or transmission
lines displayed perpendicular to the plane of the page.

FIG. 1C is a perspective view illustrating a pair of
neighboring transmission lines above a conductive substrate
according to the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 1D is a perspective view illustrating another embodi-
ment for a pair of neighboring transmission lines above a
conductive substrate according to the teachings of present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram for an interconnection on
an integrated circuit according to the teachings of the present
invention.

FIG. 3A is a schematic illustration for an integrated
circuit, or signaling system according to the teachings of the
present invention.

FIG. 3B illustrates an expandable module of linked inte-
grated circuits according to the teachings of the present
invention.

FIG. 4 is a schematic illustration of a novel complemen-
tary metal oxide semiconductor (CMOS) amplifier accord-
ing to the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating an information
handling system according to the teachings of the present
invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates, in flow diagram form, a method for
transmitting signals over transmission lines on an integrated
circuit according to the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 7 illustrates, in flow diagram form, another embodi-
ment for a method for transmitting signals on an integrated
circuit.

FIG. 8 illustrates, in flow diagram form, a method for
signaling across CMOS integrated circuits according to the
teachings of the present invention.
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FIG. 9 illustrates, in flow diagram form, a method for
transmitting signals on an integrated circuit according to the
teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 10 illustrates, in flow diagram form, a method for
operating a signaling system according to the teachings of
the present invention.

FIG. 11 illustrates, in flow diagram form, a method for
forming an interconnection for a CMOS integrated circuit
according to the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 12 illustrates, in flow diagram form, another embodi-
ment for a method for forming an interconnection for a
CMOS integrated circuit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description of the invention,
reference is made to the accompanying drawings which
form a part hereof, and in which is shown, by way of
illustration, specific embodiments in which the invention
may be practiced. In the drawings, like numerals describe
substantially similar components throughout the several
views. These embodiments are described in sufficient detail
to enable those skilled in the art to practice the invention.
Other embodiments may be utilized and structural, logical,
and electrical changes may be made without departing from
the scope of the present invention.

The terms wafer and substrate used in the following
description include any structure having an exposed surface
with which to form the integrated circuit (IC) structure of the
invention. The term substrate is understood to include semi-
conductor wafers. The term substrate is also used to refer to
semiconductor structures during processing, and may
include other layers that have been fabricated thereupon.
Both wafer and substrate include doped and undoped
semiconductors, epitaxial semiconductor layers supported
by a base semiconductor or insulator, as well as other
semiconductor structures well known to one skilled in the
art. The term conductor is understood to include
semiconductors, and the term insulator is defined to include
any material that is less electrically conductive than the
materials referred to as conductors. The following detailed
description is, therefore, not to be taken in a limiting sense,
and the scope of the present invention is defined only by the
appended claims, along with the full scope of equivalents to
which such claims are entitled.

FIG. 1A shows an integrated circuit 100 in which a first
transmission line, strip line, or coaxial line 101A intercon-
nects circuit components, e.g. a driver 110 to a receiver 120.
FIG. 1A illustrates a first transmission line 10A over a
conductive substrate 105. Conventionally, a voltage signal
(i.. a 5 volt signal swing) is provided by the driver 110 to
the transmission line 101A. The schematic illustrations in
FIG. 1A demonstrate that the transmission line 101A
includes a small resistance, shown generally by resistor
symbols 102A, 102B, . . . , 102N. Also, the transmission line
101A includes a distributed inductance (L) which is repre-
sented generally by inductor symbols 103A, 1038, . . .,
103N. In one embodiment, the driver 110 may be an inverter
110 and the receiver 120 may be an amplifier 120. Capacitor
plate symbols 104 are used to schematically represent the
capacitive coupling which occurs between the transmission
line 101A and the conducting substrate 105. In FIG. 1A, a
second transmission line 101B is shown. Capacitor plate
symbols 106 are used to schematically represent the capaci-
tive coupling which similarly occurs between the first trans-
mission line 101A and neighboring transmission lines, e.g.
second transmission line 101B.
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FIG. 1B illustrates a pair of interconnect, or transmission
lines, 101 A and 101B, displayed perpendicular to the plane
of the page, e.g., in the z axis, separated from a conducting
substrate 105. The transmission lines, 101A and 101B are
spaced a distance (h) from the conducting substrate 105 and
a distance (d) from one another. The transmission lines,
101A and 101B, are shown in a circular geometry, each with
a diameter (a). Some general characterizations can be made
about the transmission lines, 101A and 101B, in an envi-
ronment floating or suspended in air. First, each transmission
line, 101A and 101B, will have a characteristic impedance
(Z,) approximately or generally given by Z =60ln (4b/a).
Second, each transmission line, 101A and 101B, has a
inductance (L) which is L=5.08x10~"xIn(4h/a) Henrys/inch
(H/inch). Additionally, the two transmission lines, 101A and
101B, will exhibit an interwire mutual inductance (M)
which is given by M=Lx{1/[1+(d/h)*]}. Third, an interwire
capacitive coupling (Cint) exists between the two transmis-
sion lines, 101A and 101B, and is expressed as Cint=nc/cos
h~*(d/a). Using the trigonometric relationship of cos h™!(y)
=In(2y), the interwire capacitive coupling can similarly be
expressed as Cint=nc/In(2d/a). Thus, in this environment,
the two transmission lines, 101A and 101B, exhibit an
interline capacitance (Cint) given by Cint={0.7/[In(2d/a)]}
pico Farads/inch (pF/inch). Lastly, each transmission line,
101A and 101B, will further exhibit capacitive coupling: (C)
with the conducting substrate 105. In FIG. 1B the transmis-
sion lines, 101A and 101B, are spaced a distance (h) from
the conducting substrate 105. Using the method of images
and the interwire capacitive relationship, Cint=nc/In(2d/a),
a single transmission line, 101A, over a conducting substrate
is given by C=2n&/In(4h/a) pF/inch where h=d/2. Thus, in
this environment, the two transmission lines, 101A and
101B, exhibit a capacitance, or capacitive coupling (C) with
the conductive substrate 105 which is C={1.41/[In(4b/a)]}
pF/inch. The above equations have been presented by
assuming that the transmission lines have round or circular
geometries. Actual transmission lines on integrated circuits
might tend to be more square or rectangular than round due
to present lithography techniques. Nevertheless, due to the
actual physical size of transmission lines, determined
according to minimum lithographic feature techniques, the
formulas scale well to square, rectangular or other physical
cross sectional geometries for the transmission lines.

The signal rise time (trise) in conventional voltage sig-
naling is normally slow due to the limited ability of the
transmission line drivers to supply the large currents needed
to charge these capacitances over large voltage swings. The
signal rise times are usually much larger than the signal
transmission time down the line (tprop). Additionally, if two
transmission lines are in close proximity then the voltage
swing on one transmission line can induce a large voltage
swing or noise voltage on the adjacent transmission line. The
noise voltage is determined by the capacitance ratios of
interwire capacitance, Cint, to the capacitance of the trans-
mission line with the substrate, C. In other words, the noise
voltage is determined according to the ratio Cint/C.

The values of Cint and C can be comparable, dependant
upon the insulator thickness (h) under the transmission lines
and the spacing between the transmission lines. Emphasis in
prior art is placed upon minimizing the capacitance of the
transmission line, C, by using thick insulators and low
dielectric constant materials. Emphasis is also to some
extent placed upon minimizing the interwire capacitance,
Cint. Thus, the approach in the prior art results in a noise
voltage which can be a large fraction of the signal voltage if
the transmission lines are in close proximity and far
removed from the substrate by being over thick insulators.
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FIG. 1C is a perspective view illustrating a pair of
neighboring transmission lines, 101A and 101B, above a
conductive substrate 105 according to the teachings of the
present invention. The present invention is designed to use
current signaling across low impedance transmission lines,
101A and 101B, to reduce signal transmission delay and to
improve signaling performance over longer transmission
lines. Under conventional voltage signaling the current
provided in the transmission lines is too weak to provide
clean, accurately detectable current signal. In order to obtain
better current signals in the transmission lines the charac-
teristic impedance (Z,) of the transmission lines, 101A and
101B, must be reduced.

To lower the characteristic impedance Z, of the transmis-
sion lines, 101A and 101B, the capacitance coupling (C)
between the transmission lines, 101A and 101B, and the
conductive substrate 105 is made large. The characteristic
impedance (Zo) of the transmission lines, 101A and 101B,
can be expressed as Z,=VL/C. Thus, making C large makes
the characteristic impedance Zo=Zin, small and similarly
makes the voltage division ratio for capacitive coupling
small. In the present invention, C increases as the insulator
107 thickness (h) separating the transmission lines, 101A
and 101B, from the ground plane, or substrate 105 is
decreased. In FIG. 1C, the transmission lines, 101A and
101B, are separated a distance (h) from the conducting
substrate 105 by an insulating layer 107. In one
embodiment, the insulating layer 107 is an oxide layer 107.
The capacitive coupling (C) between the transmission lines,
101A and 101B, and the conducting substrate 105 separated
by an oxide layer 107 is given as C=1.66/1n(4h/a)] pF/cm.
Additionally, the inductance (L) for the transmission lines,
101A and 101B, over the oxide layer 107 is La2xIn(4h/a)
nanoHenrys/centimeter (nH/cm). The transmission lines,
101A and 101B, are shown in a square geometry having a
width (a). In one embodiment, the insulator 107 thickness
(b) is made thinner than the width (a) of the transmission
lines, 101 A and 101B. The center of the transmission lines,
101A and 101B, are a distance (h) above the conducting
substrate 105. Unlike prior art where the emphasis is placed
upon on minimizing transmission line capacitance (C), the
opposite is true here where the emphasis is on minimizing
characteristic impedance (Z,). In one exemplary
embodiment, the transmission 101 has an input impedance
(Z,) of approximately equal to 30 ohms.

FIG. 1D is a perspective view illustrating another embodi-
ment for a pair of neighboring transmission lines, 101A and
101B, above a conductive substrate 105 according to the
teachings of present invention. In this embodiment, a thick-
ness (t) for each of the transmission lines, 101A and 101B,
is less than the width () of the transmission lines, 101A and
101B. In this embodiment, the reduced thickness (t) of the
transmission lines, 101A and 101B further minimizes inter-
wire capacitive coupling (Cint). Again, as in FIG. 1C, the
insulator 107 thickness (b) over the substrate 105 is made
small to increase the capacitive coupling (C) between the
transmission lines, 101A and 101B, and the substrate 105. In
one embodiment, the thickness (b) of the insulator layer 107
is at most % of the width (a) of the transmission lines, 101A
and 101B. The center of the transmission lines, 101A and
101B, are a distance (h) above the conducting substrate 105.
Correspondingly, the characteristic impedance Zo of the
transmission lines, 101A and 101B, is reduced as Zo is
dependent upon C. The transmission lines, 101A and 101B,
have a low characteristic impedance (Z;). In one
embodiment, the characteristic impedance Zo of the trans-
mission lines, 101A and 101B, is approximately 30 Ohms.
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The current steps produced by a driver will induce a voltage
step at the load which is the magnitude of the load imped-
ance Zo times this current step. If a 1 mA current is provided
to the transmission lines, 101A and 101B, a 30 mV step
results on the transmission lines, 101A and 101B.

This embodiment, also results in a fast time constant (RC
or ZoC) on the transmission lines, 101A and 101B. In one
exemplary embodiment, each transmission line, 101A and
101B, has a length (1) of 0.1 cm or 1000 um, each has a
width (a) of approximately 1.0 um, h is 0.68 um, and the
insulator layer thickness (b) is approximately 0.2 um. In this
embodiment, the In(4h/a) will be approximately 1. Thus,
C=1.66/1n(4h/a)] pF/cm for a line of 0.1 ecm will produce
C=0.2 pF. If Zo is approximately 30 Ohms, then the time
constant (ZoC) is approximately 6 pico seconds (ps). Thus,
the low impedance transmission lines, 101A and 101B of the
present invention keep the magnitude of the voltage steps on
the transmission lines, 101A and 101B, small and the
response time (tprop) rapid.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram for an interconnection on
an integrated circuit 200 according to the teachings of the
present invention. The interconnection on the integrated
circuit 200 includes a pair of transmission lines, 201 A and
201B, in close proximity. The first transmission line 201A is
separated by a distance (s) from the second transmission line
201B. The first transmission line 201A and the second
transmission line 201B each have a first end, 205A and 205B
respectively. In one embodiment, the first end 205A for the
first transmission line 201A is coupled to a driver 203. The
first transmission line 201 A and the second transmission line
201B each have a second end, 206A and 206B respectively.
In one embodiment, the second end 206A is coupled to a
termination 204 formed using a complementary metal oxide
semiconductor (CMOS) process.

Reference to FIG. 2 is useful in explaining the reduced
amount of noise current between two transmission lines,
201A and 201B, using the current signaling technique of the
present invention. In one embodiment of the present
invention, transmission lines, 201A and 201B, have a low
characteristic impedances Zo. In one embodiment, the input
impedance (Zin) seen by the driver 203 coupling to the first
transmission line 201 A (in this example the “driven line”) is
just the characteristic impedance Zo for the first transmis-
sion line 201A. In other words, the CMOS termination 204
is impedance matched to the characteristic impedance Zo of
the transmission line 201A.

In one embodiment, the first transmission line 201A is
separated by approximately 3 gm from the second transmis-
sion line 201B and the transmission lines have a length (1)
of at least 500 ym. In another embodiment the transmission
lines, 201A and 201B, have a length (1) of at least 0.1 cm,
or 1000 gum. As in FIGS. 1C and 1D, the transmission lines,
201A and 201B, are separated from a conducting substrate
by an insulating layer. In one embodiment, the insulating
layer is an oxide layer. In this embodiment, the capacitive
coupling (C) between the transmission lines, 101A and
101B, and the conducting substrate is given as C=1.66/[In
(4b/a)] pF/cm. In one exemplary embodiment, each trans-
mission line, 101A and 101B, has a length (1) of 0.1 cm or
1000 pm, each has a width (a) of approximately 1.0 um, and
the insulator layer thickness (b) is approximately 0.2 um. In
this embodiment, the In(4h/a) will be approximately 1. Thus,
C=1.66/1n(4h/a)] pF/cm and for a line 0.1 cm long will
produce a C=0.2 pF. In the same embodiment, the induc-
tance (L) for the transmission lines, 101A and 101B, over the
oxide layer is L=2xIn(4h/a) nH/cm, or L=0.2 nH for a line
0.1 cm long. In this embodiment, a 1 milli Ampere (mA)
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current step, i,(t), is applied to the gate 202 of a transistor
driver 203. In one embodiment, the driver is an n-channel
source follower driver 203. In this embodiment, the rise time
(trise) on the gate 202 of the driver 203 is approximately 100
ps. This is the limiting time on the system response since the
signal delay (tprop) down a the transmission line is propor-
tional to VLC. For a 0.1 cm transmission line, 201A or 201B,
tprop is only 7 ps. A current, di,(t)/dt, of approximately
1x107 A/sec is then produced on the first transmission line
201A.

The noise current i,(t) induced on the second transmission
line 201B by interwire capacitive coupling (Cint) is calcu-
lated as approximately i,(t)=(Cint)x(V,step/trise). The inter-
wire capacitive coupling (Cint) between the transmission
lines, 201A and 201B, separated by an oxide dielectric can
be expressed as Cint=0.46 pF/cm. Again, for a 0.1 cm
transmission line, 201 A or 201B, Cint=0.05 pF. As described
in connection with FIG. 1D, a 1 mA current provided to the
first transmission line 201A having a low characteristic
impedance Zo of approximately 30 Ohms will result in a
corresponding 30 mV Voltage step (V;step) on the first
transmission line 201 A. Therefore, if trise is 100 ps a noise
current, i,(t), of approximately 0.015 mA is produced on the
second, neighboring, transmission line 201B. This noise
current, i,(t), induced in the second transmission line 201B
is a very small percentage, or about 1%, of the signal current
1,(t) provided to the first transmission line 201A. Hence, the
signal to noise ratio (SNR) will be large. It can be shown, in
general, that a signal to noise ratio (SNR) for the present
invention, due to capacitive coupling is of the order (C/Cint)
(trise/tprop); where, trise, is the rise time for the current
signal and, tprop, the signal propagation time down the first
transmission line 201A. The rise time on the signal current,
i;(t), in the first transmission line 201A is fast and just
follows the rise time (trise) on the input signal, or 100 ps.
The response time of this system utilizing current signals is
thus much faster than those using voltage signals.

Reference to FIG. 2 is similarly useful to illustrate the
noise voltage signal from magnetic coupling induced in the
second transmission line 201B by the signal current in the
first transmission line 201A. As shown in FIG. 2, a voltage
will be induced in the second transmission line 201B which
has a magnitude that depends on the trise, di,(t)/dt, of the
current i,(t) in the driven transmission line 201A, and the
mutual inductance coupling (M) between neighboring trans-
mission lines, e.g. 201A and 201B. Each transmission line,
201A and 201B, has an inductance (L). As stated above,
L=0.2 nH for a 0.1 cm transmission line, 201A and 201B. In
one exemplary embodiment, the current i,(t) in the first
transmission line, 201A (in this example the “driven line”)
rises to 1 mA in 100 ps. A current, di, (t)/dt, of approximately
1x107 A/sec is then produced on the first transmission line
201A. As presented above in connection with FIGS. 1A and
1B, the mutual inductance coupling (M) can be expressed as
M=Lx{1/[1+(d/h)*]}. In one exemplary embodiment, d is
approximately equal to 3 um, and h is approximately equal
to 0.7 um. In this embodiment, M will equate to approxi-
mately M=0.02 nano Henrys (nH).

Using the relationship that the induced voltage (Vind)=
Mxdi,(t)/dt, Vind is approximately equal to 0.2 mV. During
this 100 ps time period the induced voltage traveling down
the second transmission line 201B just sees the characteristic
impedance Zo of the second transmission line 201B. In one
embodiment Zo is approximately 30 Ohms, so here, the
current induced i(t) in the second transmission line is
i,(t)=Vind/Zo or 0.007 mA. This low value current is only
approximately one percent (1%) of the signal current i,(t) on
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the first transmission line, 201A. Hence, a large signal to
noise ratio (SNR) results. In contrast, under the prior
technology, if high impedance capacitive loads had been
used on high characteristic impedance lines and conven-
tional voltage signaling employed there is typically a large
noise voltage between the neighboring transmission lines,
201A and 201B. In the prior technology, the large noise
voltage can be about one half as big as signal voltages.

The second transmission line 201B has an equivalently
rapid time constant, (L/R) to that of the first transmission
line 201A. In the embodiment presented above, the time
constant is approximately 7 pico seconds (ps). The noise
current i,(t) in the second transmission line 201B will reach
a steady state in that time constant. The noise current stays
at this steady state value until the end of trise, in this
embodiment 100 ps, at which point i,(t) stops changing.
After this, the noise current in the second line decays away
very quickly. Again, when the input impedance seen by the
driver 203 is matched to the characteristic impedance Zo of
the first transmission line 201A, the signal to noise ratio
(SNR) due to inductive coupling between the first transmis-
sion line 201A and the second, or neighboring, transmission
line 201B is of the order, (L/M) (trise/tprop). In other
embodiments, the actual mutual inductance and self induc-
tances may vary from these given values without departing
from the scope of the invention.

FIG. 3A is a schematic illustration for an integrated
circuit, or signaling system 300 according to the teachings of
the present invention. In FIG. 3A, a first transmission line
301A is shown having a first end 310 coupled to a first driver
320 and a second end 330 coupled to a CMOS termination
340. FIG. 3A similarly illustrates a number of transmission
lines, 301B and 301N, in proximity to the first transmission
line 301A. In one embodiment, the second end 330 of the
first transmission line 301A is terminated by a CMOS
amplifier 340, or cascade amplifier 340. In one embodiment,
the first transmission 301A line includes a transmission line
described and presented in detail above in connection with
FIGS. 1C and 1D. In one embodiment, the input impedance
Zin for the CMOS amplifier 340 is matched to the charac-
teristic impedance Zo for the first transmission line 301A. In
other words, the impedance looking into the sending end of
the first transmission line 301A is just the characteristic
impedance Zo of the transmission line 301A. Therefore, the
signal delay in the first transmission line 301A will just be
the small propagation delay down the first transmission line
301A.

In one embodiment, the first driver 320 is a source
follower transistor 320. In this embodiment, the response
time (di,(t)/dt) of a current signal i,(t) provided by the first
driver 320 to the first transmission line 301A will be
determined primarily by the longer rise time (trise) of an
input voltage (Vin) applied to a gate 311 of the source
follower transistor 320. In one embodiment, trise of Vin
applied to gate 311 of the source follower transistor 320 is
approximately 100 ps. Since the gate capacitance of the
source follower is small this can be very fast. In one
embodiment, the current signal i;(t) on the transmission line
301A is converted back to a voltage signal at an output node
341 of the CMOS amplifier 340. In one embodiment, the
second end 330 of the first transmission line 301A is coupled
to a source region 302 for a first n-channel metal oxide
semiconductor (NMOS) transistor 303 of the cascade ampli-
fier 340. According to conventional cascode amplifier
operation, a current signal i,(t) on the transmission line
301A will be input to the source region 302 of the first
NMOS transistor 303. This produces an output voltage
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(Vout) across a p-channel metal oxide semiconductor
(PMOS) transistor 305 being used as a load device. As one
of ordinary skill in the art will understand, if a cascode
amplifier 340 is utilized in which both the NMOS and
PMOS transistors, 303 and 305 have the same drain con-
ductance (gd), the input impedance Zin to the cascode
amplifier 340 will be Zin=2/gm. Here, gm is the transcon-
ductance of the NMOS transistor 303. The output voltage,
Vout, is the signal current i,(t) times the drain resistance
(1/gd) of the PMOS transistor 305. A large gain (G) is
achieved since gd is small. As shown in FIG. 3A, a second
NMOS transistor 307 is provided as a current sink or current
source. The impedance looking into a drain region 313 of the
second NMOS transistor 307, e.g. 1/gd, is very high and
does not affect the impedance, Zin.

FIG. 3B illustrates that additional integrated circuits and
other integrated circuit chips, 350A, 350B, 350C, . . ., 350N,
e.g. a memory module, can be coupled to the integrated
circuit, or signaling system 300, of the present invention.
FIG. 3A further illustrates the manner in which the inte-
grated circuit 300, or signaling system 300 couples to the
additional integrated circuits and other Integrated circuit
chips, 350A, 3508, 350C, . . . , 350N. FIG. 3A that to
facilitate coupling to the additional integrated circuits and
other integrated circuit chips, 350A, 350B, 350C, . . ., 350N
a second driver 321 which has an input node 323 is coupled
to an output node 341 for the CMOS amplifier 340. In one
embodiment, the input node 323 is coupled to a gate 324 for
the second driver 321. An output node 325 for the second
driver 321 is coupled through another transmission line 326
to an integrated circuit located on another circuit chip, 350A,
3508, 350C , . . ., 350N. The second driver 321 can then
transmit the Vout signal on to another integrated circuit chip,
shown generally as 350A, 350B, 350C, . . ., 350N in FIG.
3B. In one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 3A, Vout can be
coupled to the additional integrated circuits and other inte-
grated circuit chips, 350A, 350B, 350C, . . ., 350N, across
a large valued dummy load resistor 322. If additional
integrated circuits, 3504, 350B, 350C, . . ., 350N, of FIG.
3B are added, the second driver 321 functions normally.
Thus, transmission lines between components of integrated
circuits can always be kept correctly terminated with their
characteristic impedance to employ the current signaling
technique of the present invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment for a complementary
metal oxide semiconductor (CMOS) amplifier 400 accord-
ing to the teachings of the present invention. The novel
CMOS amplifier 400 provides a termination to an integrated
circuit transmission line 401 used in conjunction with the
current signaling technique of the present invention. The
CMOS amplifier 400 has a low input impedance Zin and
provides better impedance matching with the coupled trans-
mission line 401. As shown in FIG. 4, the CMOS amplifier
400 includes a first transistor 402 of a first conductivity type.
The first transistor 402 has a source region 403, a drain
region 404, and a gate 405 opposing a body region 406. An
end 415 of a transmission line 401 is coupled to the source
region 403 for the first transistor 402. In one exemplary
embodiment, the transmission line 401 includes the trans-
mission lines presented and described above in connection
with FIGS. 1C, 1D, and 2. The novel CMOS amplifier 400
includes a second transistor 408 of a second conductivity
type. The second transistor 408 has a source region 409, a
drain region 410, and a gate 411 opposing a body region 412.
The drain region 410 for the second transistor 408 is coupled
to the drain region 404 for the first transistor 402. In one
embodiment, the first transistor 402 of a first conductivity



US 6,255,852 B1

11

type is an n-channel metal oxide semiconductor (NMOS)
transistor 402 and the second transistor of a second conduc-
tivity type is a p-channel metal oxide semiconductor
(PMOS) transistor 408.

As shown in FIG. 4, a third transistor 430 of a first
conductivity type is included in the CMOS amplifier 400 of
the present invention. The third transistor 430 has a source
region 431, a drain region 432, and a gate 433 opposing a
body region 434. In one embodiment, the drain region 432
for the third transistor 430 is coupled to through a load
device (RL) to a positive voltage supply 440. The load
device (RL) can be a load resistor (RL), as illustrated in FIG.
4. Alternatively, the load device (RL) can be an another
transistor to provide a simple gain stage. The source region
431 for the third transistor 430 is coupled to a lower
potential 441. In one embodiment, the lower potential 441 is
a ground potential 441. The drain region 432 for the third
transistor 430 is coupled to the gate 405 of the first transistor
402. The novel CMOS amplifier 400 can function with small
voltage swings since the sense signal is the current flowing
through the small input impedance Zin, and not voltage.

According to the teachings of the present invention, the
CMOS amplifier 400 employs metal oxide semiconductor
(MOS), source follower transistors with a small width to
length ratio (W/L) to provide a low input impedance Zin to
the CMOS amplifier 400. In the embodiment of FIG. 4,
feedback is provided from the third transistor 430 to the gate
405 for the first transistor 402 driven by the current signal
(ISignal) on the transmission line 401. This feedback pro-
duces a very low input impedance Zin looking into the
source region 403 of the first transistor 402. In this
embodiment, the input impedance Zin is reduced by the gain
of the third transistor 430. As one of ordinary skill in the art
will understand, the input impedance Zin looking only into
the first transistor 402 is then given as Zin=2/(gm(gmRL+
1)). For simplicity, the first transistor 402 and the third
transistor 430 are assumed to have the same transconduc-
tance (gm) and their respective drain conductances (gd) are
assumed to be small.

In a conventional current sense amplifier, the signal
current is injected into the source region of an n-channel
MOSFET, source follower transistor. This produces an out-
put voltage across the p-channel MOSFET being used as a
load device. This configuration is typically termed a cascode
amplifier. If both n and p-type transistors have the same
drain conductance (gd) the impedance is Zin=2/gm. The
output voltage (Vout) is just the signal current (Isignal) times
the drain resistance (1/gd) of the p-channel MOSFET so a
large gain (G) is achieved since gd is small.

The same type of analysis can be applied to the novel
CMOS amplifier 400 of FIG. 4. The CMOS amplifier 400
will have an input impedance which is Zin=2/(gm(gmRL+
1)). The output voltage is then Vout=i,(t)/gd. In other words,
the gain or output voltage remains the same but the input
impedance Zin is much lower. This latter characteristic is
desirable in matching the characteristic impedance Zo on
transmission line 401 for use in the current signaling tech-
nique of the present invention. In one embodiment of the
present invention, the CMOS amplifier 400 of FIG. 4 is
substituted for the conventional cascode amplifier 340 in the
signaling system of FIGS. 3A and 3B.

FIG. 5 illustrates an information handling system 500
according to the teachings of the present invention. The
information handling system 500 includes a central process-
ing unit (CPU) 510 and a random access memory (RAM)
520. A system bus 530 communicatively couples the central
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processing unit 510 and the random access memory 520. In
one embodiment, the random access memory (RAM)
includes a CMOS integrated circuit interconnection as pre-
sented and described in detail above. The CMOS integrated
circuit interconnection includes a first transmission line
which has a first end and a second end. An insulator
separates the transmission line from a conductive substrate.
A driver is coupled to the first end of the transmission line.
And, a CMOS amplifier is coupled to the second end of the
transmission line. The CMOS amplifier has an input imped-
ance Zin which approximately matches a characteristic
impedance Zo of the transmission line and is suitable for the
current signaling technique of the present invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates, in flow diagram, form a method for
transmitting signals over interconnection lines on an inte-
grated circuit according to the teachings of the present
invention. The method includes driving a first end of a
transmission line having a characteristic impedance Zo with
a current signal i,(t) 610. The method further includes
receiving the current signal i,(t) on a second end of the
transmission line into a current sense amplifier which has an
input impedance Zin which matches the characteristic
impedance Zo of the transmission line 620.

In one embodiment, driving the first end of a transmission
line having a characteristic impedance includes driving a
transmission line having a characteristic impedance Zo of
less than 50 Ohms. In this embodiment, driving the first end
of the transmission line includes using a source follower
transistor, and wherein a rise (charging) time for a voltage
waveform on the gate of transistor is less than 200 pico
seconds (ps). In an alternate embodiment, driving the first
end of the transmission line includes using a source follower
transistor having a rise time for a voltage waveform on the
gate of transistor of approximately 100 pico seconds (ps). In
this embodiment, driving the first end of a transmission line
with a current signal includes driving a 1000 ym transmis-
sion line having a signal delay of only 7 pico seconds (ps).

FIG. 7 illustrates, in flow diagram form, another embodi-
ment of a method for transmitting signals on an integrated
circuit. The method of FIG. 7 includes transmitting a current
signal i,(t) over a transmission line which has a character-
istic impedance of less than 50 Ohms 710. The method
includes receiving current signal i,(t) at an end of the
transmission line 720. Receiving the current signal at an end
of the transmission line includes terminating the transmis-
sion line using a CMOS technology 720. In one embodiment
of the method of FIG. 7, terminating the transmission line
using a CMOS technology includes terminating the trans-
mission line with a current sense amplifier having an input
impedance Zin of less than 50 Ohms.

FIG. 8 illustrates, in flow diagram form, a method for
signaling across CMOS integrated circuits according to the
teachings of the present invention. The method includes
using current step signaling over a first transmission line
having a first characteristic impedance Z, 810. The first
characteristic impedance is less than 50 Ohms. The method
further includes using voltage step signaling over a second

transmission line having a second characteristic impedance
Z, 820.

In one embodiment, using current step signaling over a
first transmission line includes terminating the transmission
line with a current sense amplifier having an input imped-
ance Zin of less than 50 Ohms. In this embodiment, using
current step signaling over a first transmission line includes
using current step signaling over a first transmission line
having a length of at least 1000 micrometers (¢m).
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FIG. 9 illustrates, in flow diagram form, a method for
transmitting signals on an integrated circuit according to the
teachings of the present invention. The method includes
transmitting a current signal over a transmission line which
has a characteristic impedance of less than 50 Ohms 910.
The method includes receiving current signal at an end of the
transmission line 920. Receiving the current signal at an end
of the transmission line includes receiving the current signal
into an input for a current sense amplifier. The method
further includes reducing an input impedance for the current
sense amplifier using a feedback driven by the current signal
in the transmission line 930.

In one embodiment of FIG. 9, the current sense amplifier
includes a first transistor of a first conductivity type which
has a source region, a drain region, and a gate opposing a
body region. The end of the transmission line is coupled to
the source region for the first transistor. The current sense
amplifier includes a second transistor of a second conduc-
tivity type which similarly has a source region, a drain
region, and a gate opposing a body region. The drain region
for the second transistor is coupled to the drain region for the
first transistor. The current sense amplifier also includes a
third transistor of a first conductivity type which has a source
region, a drain region, and a gate opposing a body region.
The drain region is coupled to a positive voltage supply, the
source region is coupled to a lower potential, and the drain
region is coupled to the gate of the first transistor.

FIG. 10 illustrates, in flow diagram form, a method for
operating a signaling system according to the teachings of
the present invention. The method includes driving a first
end of a transmission line having a characteristic impedance
Zo with current signal 1010. The method further includes
receiving the current signal on a second end of the trans-
mission line into a current sense amplifier input which has
an input impedance Zin that matches the characteristic
impedance Zo of the transmission line 1020. A voltage
signal is output from an output node of the current sense
amplifier to an input node for a driver circuit 1030. The
method further includes outputting the voltage signal from
an output node for the driver circuit to an input node on
another circuit chip 1040. In one embodiment, receiving the
current signal into a current sense amplifier includes using a
feedback in order to reduce the input impedance Zin to the
current sense amplifier. In this embodiment, driving the first
end of a transmission line includes driving a transmission
line having a characteristic impedance Zo of less than 50
Ohms.

FIG. 11 illustrates, in flow diagram form, a method for
forming an interconnection for a CMOS integrated circuit
according to the teachings of the present invention. The
method includes forming a first transmission line over an
insulator layer on a substrate 1110. The transmission line has
a first end and a second end. The method includes coupling
a driver to the first end of the transmission line 1120. The
method further includes coupling a current sense amplifier to
the second end of the transmission line 1130. Coupling a
current sense amplifier to the second end includes coupling
a current sense amplifier which has an input impedance Zin
that matches the characteristic impedance Zo of the trans-
mission line.

FIG. 12 illustrates, in flow diagram form, another embodi-
ment of a method for forming an interconnection for a
CMOS integrated circuit. The method of FIG. 12 includes
forming a first transmission line, having a first end and a
second end, over an insulator layer on a substrate 1210. A
driver is coupled to the first end of the transmission line
1220. The method further includes forming a CMOS termi-
nation on the second end of the transmission line 1230.
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CONCLUSION

Thus, a structure and method are provided for improved
transmission lines using a current mode signaling technique
on integrated circuits. A first embodiment of this invention
provides a current mode signaling technique over low
impedance transmission lines. Low impedance transmission
lines are more amenable to signal current interconnections
over longer interconnection lines. These longer interconnec-
tion lines may be on the CMOS integrated circuit itself, an
interconnection line between integrated circuits mounted in
a module as for instance a memory module, an interposer
upon which these integrated circuits are mounted, or on a
printed circuit board upon which the integrated circuits are
mounted. An interconnection on an integrated circuit is
described in which a first end of a transmission line is
coupled to a driver. The transmission line of the present
invention has a lower than conventional characteristic
impedance. The transmission line is terminated at a second
end with a CMOS technology to provide impedance match-
ing for the transmission line. In one embodiment, CMOS
termination is a current sense amplifier. The impedance
matching of the CMOS termination to the transmission line
facilitates the current mode signaling technique. This inven-
tion minimizes reflections and ringing, cross talk and noise
as well as allows for a very fast interconnection signal
response.

A second embodiment of the present invention includes a
novel current sense amplifier in which feedback is intro-
duced to lower the input impedance of the current sense
amplifier. In this embodiment, the novel current sense ampli-
fier is employed together with the current signaling tech-
nique of the present invention. The novel low input imped-
ance CMOS circuit described here provides an improved
and efficiently fabricated technique for terminating low
impedance transmission lines on CMOS integrated circuits.
In addition, the novel low input impedance CMOS circuit
offers the following advantages: (1) the signal delay depends
only on the velocity of light on the line and is easily
predictable and reproducible, eliminating or allowing for
compensation for signal and/or clock skew, (2) there are
fewer reflections at the receiving end of the line which
minimizes ringing, and (3) noise signals will be smaller due
to weaker coupling between transmission lines resulting in
better signal to noise ratios, e.g. the noise current will only
be a small fraction of the signal current. Embodiments
presented herein are directed toward single ended or single
wire signaling, as opposed to differential or two wire inter-
connections.

Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary
skill in the art that any arrangement which is calculated to
achieve the same purpose may be substituted for the specific
embodiment shown. This application is intended to cover
any adaptations or variations of the present invention. It is
to be understood that the above description is intended to be
illustrative, and not restrictive. Combinations of the above
embodiments, and other embodiments will be apparent to
those of skill in the art upon reviewing the above descrip-
tion. The scope of the invention includes any other appli-
cations in which the above structures and fabrication meth-
ods are used. The scope of the invention should be
determined with reference to the appended claims, along
with the full scope of equivalents to which such claims are
entitled.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method for transmitting signals on an integrated
circuit, comprising:

transmitting a current signal over a transmission line,
wherein the transmission line has a characteristic
impedance of less than 50 Ohms, wherein the trans-
mission line has a cross sectional area;

an insulator separating the transmission line from a con-
ductive substrate, wherein the insulator has a thickness
which is less than the cross sectional area of the
transmission line; and

receiving the current signal at an end of the transmission
line, wherein receiving the current signal at an end of
the transmission line includes terminating the transmis-
sion line at a current sense amplifier, wherein the
current sense amplifier further includes:

a first transistor of a first conductivity type having a
source region, a drain region, and a gate opposing a
body region, wherein the second end of the trans-
mission line is coupled to the source region for the
first transistor;

a second transistor of a second conductivity type hav-
ing a source region, a drain region, and a gate
opposing a body region, wherein the drain region for
the second transistor is coupled to the drain region
for the first transistor; and

a third transistor of a first conductivity type having a
source region, a drain region, and a gate opposing a
body region, wherein the drain region is coupled to
a positive voltage supply and the source region is
coupled to a lower potential, and wherein the drain
region is coupled to the gate of the first transistor.

2. A CMOS amplifier, comprising:

a first transistor of a first conductivity type having a
source region, a drain region, and a gate opposing a
body region;

a second transistor of a second conductivity type having
a source region, a drain region, and a gate opposing a
body region;

a transmission line coupled at a signal input node to the
source region for the first transistor, wherein the trans-
mission line has a cross sectional area;

an insulator separating the transmission line from a con-
ductive substrate, wherein the insulator has a thickness
which is less than the cross sectional area of the
transmission line;

a signal output node coupled to the drain regions for the
first transistor and the second transistor; and

a third transistor of a first conductivity type having a
source region, a drain region, and a gate opposing a
body region, wherein the drain region is coupled to a
positive voltage supply and the drain region is coupled
to the gate of the first transistor, and wherein the source
region is coupled to a lower potential.

3. The CMOS amplifier of claim 2, wherein an input
impedance of the amplifier matches a characteristic imped-
ance for a transmission line coupled to the signal input node.

4. The CMOS amplifier of claim 2, wherein the transmis-
sion line has a cross sectional area of approximately 1
micrometer (um), and wherein the insulator has a thickness
of less than 1 micrometer (#m).

5. The CMOS amplifier of claim 2, wherein the current
sense amplifier has an input impedance of less than 50
Ohms.

6. The CMOS amplifier of claim 2, wherein the transmis-
sion line has a length of at least 500 ym.
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7. The CMOS amplifier of claim 2, wherein the transmis-
sion line has a capacitance of at least 0.1 pico Farads (pF).

8. A CMOS amplifier, comprising:

a first transistor of a first conductivity type having a
source region, a drain region, and a gate opposing a
body region;

a second transistor of a second conductivity type having
a source region, a drain region, and a gate opposing a
body region;

a transmission line coupled at a signal input node to the
source region for the first transistor, wherein the trans-
mission line has a cross sectional area;

an insulator separating the transmission line from a con-
ductive substrate, wherein the insulator has a thickness
which is less than the cross sectional area of the
transmission line such that a capacitive coupling
between the transmission line and the conductive sub-
strate is increased and a characteristic impedance of the
transmission line is reduced; and

a signal output node coupled to the drain regions for the
first transistor and the second transistor.

9. The CMOS amplifier of claim 8, wherein the transmis-
sion line has a characteristic impedance of less than 50
Ohms (Q).

10. The CMOS amplifier of claim 8, wherein the trans-
mission line has a length of at least 1000 (um).

11. The CMOS amplifier of claim 8, wherein the trans-
mission line has a capacitive coupling value of at least 0.2
pico Farads (pF) between the transmission line and the
conductive substrate.

12. An integrated circuit, comprising;

a first transmission line which has a cross sectional area,

a first end and a second end;

an insulator separating the transmission line from a con-
ductive substrate, wherein the insulator has a thickness
which is less than the cross sectional area of the first
transmission line;

a driver coupled to the first end of the transmission line;
and

a CMOS amplifier coupled to the second end of the
transmission line, wherein the CMOS amplifier further
comprises:

a first transistor of a first conductivity type having a
source region, a drain region, and a gate opposing a
body region, wherein the second end of the trans-
mission line is coupled to the source region for the
first transistor;

a second transistor of a second conductivity type hav-
ing a source region, a drain region, and a gate
opposing a body region, wherein the drain region for
the second transistor is coupled to the drain region
for the first transistor; and

a third transistor of a first conductivity type having a
source region, a drain region, and a gate opposing a
body region, wherein the drain region is coupled to
a positive voltage supply and the source region is
coupled to a lower potential, and wherein the drain
region is coupled to the gate of the first transistor.

13. The integrated circuit of claim 12, wherein the inte-
grated circuit further includes a second transmission line
separated from the conductive substrate by the insulator, and
wherein the second transmission line is located at least 3 um
from the first transmission line.

14. The integrated circuit of claim 12, wherein the inte-
grated circuit includes a signal response time of less than
200 pico seconds (ps).
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15. The integrated circuit of claim 12, wherein the inte-
grated circuit includes a signal to noise ratio of greater than
100.

16. The integrated circuit of claim 12, wherein the first
transmission line includes a 0.1 centimeter (cm) long trans-
mission line.

17. The integrated circuit of claim 12, wherein the first
transmission line includes a transmission line having a width
(a) of less than 1.0 um and a length (1) of at least 0.1
centimeter (cm).

18. The integrated circuit of claim 12, wherein the inte-
grated circuit has a capacitive coupling value of at least 0.2
pico Farads (pF) between the first transmission line and the
conductive substrate.

19. A method for signaling across CMOS integrated
circuits, comprising:

using current step signaling over a first transmission line,

the first transmission line separated from a conductive
substrate by an insulator, wherein the insulator has a
thickness which is less than a cross sectional area of the
first transmission line such that the first transmission
line has a characteristic impedance which is less than
30 Ohms; and

using voltage step signaling over a second transmission

line having a second characteristic impedance.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein using current step
signaling over a first transmission line includes terminating
the first transmission line with CMOS technology.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein terminating the first
transmission line with CMOS technology includes terminat-
ing the first transmission line with a current sense amplifier.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein terminating the first
transmission line with a current sense amplifier includes
terminating the first transmission line with a current sense
amplifier which has an input impedance of less than 50
Ohms.

10

15

20

25

30

18

23. The method of claim 19, wherein using current step
signaling over a first transmission line includes transmitting
a current signal over a first transmission line which has a
length of at least 1000 (um).

24. The method of claim 19, wherein using current step
signaling over a first transmission line further includes
transmitting a current signal across a first transmission line
adjacent to a second transmission line also transmitting a
current signal, and wherein transmitting a current signal
across a first transmission line includes inducing a noise
current in the second transmission line of less than 0.02
milliAmpere (mA).

25. The method of claim 19, wherein the method further
includes driving a first end of the first transmission line using
a source follower transistor, and wherein a rise (charging)
time for a voltage wave form on a gate of the source follower
transistor is less than 200 pico seconds (ps).

26. The method of claim 25, wherein driving a first end of
a transmission line includes driving a 1000 ym long trans-
mission line having a signal delay of only 7 pico seconds
(ps).

27. The method of claim 24, wherein transmitting a
current signal over a first transmission line includes trans-
mitting a current signal across a first transmission line
adjacent to a third transmission line wherein a noise voltage
induced in the second transmission line is less than 0.4
milliVolts (mV).

28. The method of claim 19, wherein the method further
includes receiving the current signal at an end of the
transmission line using a CMOS technology and includes
receiving the current signal having a signal to noise ratio of
greater than 100.
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